Give Me Liberty Part 4

Pastor Aaron J Baker

Introduction
•Republicanism and Protestantism - "“The "two horns like a lamb" well
represent the character of our own Government, as expressed in its two
fundamental principles,--Republicanism and Protestantism. These principles
are the secret of our power and prosperity as a nation…They determined
to establish a government upon the broad foundation of civil and religious
liberty” {ST, February 8, 1910 }
• Great Truth - Their[Christian Exiles] views found place in the Declaration
of Independence, which sets forth the great truth that "all men are created
equal" and endowed with the inalienable right to "life, liberty, and the
pursuit of happiness." And the Constitution guarantees to the people the right of
self-government, providing that representatives elected by the popular vote shall
enact and administer the laws. Freedom of religious faith was also granted,
every man being permitted to worship God according to the dictates of his
conscience. {Great Controversy 441.1}
Lamb-like Beast

Principles of U.S.Republic
U.S. Form of Government - Republic
1.) Most compatible with God-given
inalienable rights
Positive vs. negative rights
Negative - freedom from coercion;
doesn’t impose obligation on others.
Positive - operates on coercion,
imposes obligations on others.
Ex. medical care vs. freedom of
speech
2.) Representative form of government
Not a pure democracy; system vs.
procedure (rules for collective decision
making)
democratic republic; representative
republic (more precise)

Principles of U.S.Republic

•“The American Republic is a democratic
republic because it is based on government
by the people. But the people govern
through their States, not en masse. In this
sense they share sovereignty with the
States. The American republic is therefore
both a democratic republic and a federal
republic”
•Source: Liberty, Order, and Justice by James McClellan pgs. 254, 295, 308, 311

Principles of U.S.Republic
U.S. Form of Government - Republic
3.) Limited powers
Article I Section 8 - Delegates approx 19
enumerated functions.

Three specific categories (legitimate functions)
National defense (national army)
Domestic defense (local police)
Adjudicate disputes among citizens
(courts)
4.) Federalism [Checks and Balances (Vertical vs.
Lateral)]
Lateral - three separate branches within state
and federal governments.
Vertical - federal and state governments check
each other (without).
Both sovereign in their own constitutional
spheres; states to protect when federal
violates rights.

Principles of U.S.Republic

•George Washington — Republican government
was one “in which all power is derived from, and
at stated periods, reverts to” the people
•James Madison — “A government which derives
its powers directly or indirectly from the great
body of the people, and is administered by
persons holding their offices during pleasure, for
a limited period, or during good behavior”
•Source: The Republic in Peril: 1812 by Roger H. Brown, p.2

Principles of U.S.Republic

• Welfare? - In 1794, when Congress appropriated
$15,000 for relief of French refugees who fled from
insurrection in San Domingo..."I cannot undertake to
lay my finger on that article of the Constitution
which granted a right to Congress of expending, on
objects of benevolence, the money of their
constituents." -- James Madison, 4 Annals of congress
179 (1794)James Madison, Letter to Rev. Adams, 1832

Principles of U.S.Republic

•Protect Minorities - “The recommendation of the
republican form is....it involves a greater security to the
minority against the hasty formation of oppressive
majorities...” James Madison, Letter to Thomas Ritchie,
December 18, 1825

Sunday rest Movement
Summary:
America was founded as
a Christian Nation.
Enforcement of religious
observance [Sunday] is
necessary to prevent
moral decline.
Sunday keeping is
necessary for strong
families and communities

Legal Religion & Moral Decline
1.) Gov’t Ordained of God Have jurisdiction over civil
matters
Rom 13:1-10; Jn 12:49
3-4 What is evil?
7-9 Lying to your
mother? Cursing out your
parent or child?
Blaspheme? The evil is
defined by civil
parameters. Violating the
person and property of
someone else.

Legal Religion & Moral Decline
1.) Gov’t Ordained of God - Have
jurisdiction over civil matters
Rom 13:1-10; Jn 12:49
1.) Separation of church and
state.
2.) Legitimate functions of
government - do not include
religion.
Legislating morality vs.
salvation/conversion.
Individuals free to choose to
believe or not…and free to
act as long as their actions
don’t violate another’s
rights.

Legal Religion & Moral Decline

•Greater Purity - “Every new & successful example
therefore of a perfect separation between
ecclesiastical and civil matters, is of importance. And
I have no doubt that every new example, will
succeed, as every past one has done, in shewing that
religion & Govt. will both exist in greater purity, the
less they are mixed together. [Letter to Edward
Livingston, 10 July 1822 - Writings 9:100–103]” ―
James Madison, James Madison:Writings.

Legal Religion & Moral Decline
2.) Role of Christianity
Eph 5 - contribution to society
is a Christlike life.
Matt 5:13 - we are to be the
salt of the earth
“Then they become "the salt
of the earth," restraining
evil among men, as salt
preserves from corruption.
Matthew 5:13. But if the
salt has lost its savor; if
there is only a profession of
godliness, without the love
of Christ, there is no power
for good” {DA 439.2}

Legal Religion & Moral Decline
3.)Dr. Russel Lee (Virginia
Gazette) and Harry Flannery
(Pittsburgh Gazette)
“When sanctuaries were full,
people were honest and
good.”
“Corrupt politicians,
polarization, acceptance of
sin as norm, and people not
going to church is the cause
[of moral decline].”
“Advances by Islamic State
group; domestic security,
economic, and social issues.”

Legal Religion & Moral Decline
3.)Dr. Russel Lee (Virginia Gazette) and
Harry Flannery (Pittsburgh Gazette)
Response
Always been violence - history (Al
Capone, Bonnie and Clyde)
Key Assumption - churchgoers are
righteous, holy, and without sin. Many
professed Christians are responsible for
moral degradation.
Rev 14:8; 18:2; Jam 4:4 - Church
is fast becoming the habitation of
devils
Correlation vs Causation - Can’t make
a causal link between church going and
moral behavior. Moral behavior is
attributed to several factors. People do
moral things for fear of being caught.
Others do it for reputation (to escape
social stigma).

Legal Religion & Moral Decline
Sensualism Prevails — “There is cause for alarm in the condition of the
religious world today. God’s mercy has been trifled with. The multitudes
make void the law of Jehovah, “teaching for doctrines the
commandments of men.” Matthew 15:9. Infidelity prevails in many of
the churches in our land; not infidelity in its broadest sense—an open
denial of the Bible—but an infidelity that is robed in the garb of
Christianity, while it is undermining faith in the Bible as a revelation
from God. Fervent devotion and vital piety have given place to hollow
formalism. As the result, apostasy and sensualism prevail. Christ
declared, “As it was in the days of Lot, ... even thus shall it be in the day
when the Son of man is revealed.” Luke 17:28, 30. The daily record of
passing events testifies to the fulfillment of His words. The world is fast
becoming ripe for destruction. Soon the judgments of God are to be
poured out, and sin and sinners are to be consumed.” {PP 166.1}

MiscelL. Religious Liberty Issues

MiscelL. Religious Liberty Issues

MiscelL. Religious Liberty Issues

Conclusion
Arouse the spirit of
Protestantism;
Do our part to preserve
civil and religious liberty;
America not founded as a
Christian nation, it was
founded to leave every
man and woman free to
follow the dictates of their
conscience.
Legal religion will not
prevent moral decline, it
will only exacerbate it.
Let’s pray to this end.

